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Notice of Reasons for Rejection 

Mailed on September 24, 2002 
Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-233670 
Draft Date: September 17, 2002 

Name of the Examiner: Takao UENO 9209 2T00 

Directed to Etsuji KOTANI (and other two persons) 

Article to be Applied: Articles 29, main paragraph and 29(2) 

This application is rejected on the following grounds. If 
you have arguments against the rejection, you have to file a response 
within sixty (60) days of the mailing date of this letter. 

Grounds of Rejection: 

1 . What is worded in the claims listed below of the present application 
should not be granted a patent since they do not meet the 
requirements defined in Art. 29 (1) main paragraph of the Patent 
Law for the following point. 

Note 



* Claims 16 and 17 

That worded in claims 16 and 17 is a server which has a feature 
only in contents of stored data. It is not an invention since 
it is "merely a presentation of data" . 

Since those worded in claims 16 and 17 do not correspond to 
an invention defined in Art .29(1) main paragraph of the Patent 
Law, they have not been examined with respect to the novelty 
and the inventive step. 

2. An invention regarding the claims listed below of the present 
application should not be granted a patent under Art. 29 (2) of 
the Patent Law since it could have easily been made by persons 
who have common knowledge in the technical field to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the inventions described in 
the publications listed below which was distributed in Japan or 
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foreign countries or the inventions available to the public through 
a telecommunication line prior to the filing of the subject 
application . 

Note (See a list for cited documents and the like regarding the cited 
document . ) 

• Concerning claims 1 to 12: Cited documents 1 to 3 

Comparing an invention relating to claims 1 to 3 with an 
invention disclosed in the cited document 1, both inventions are 
different from each other in a point that data with respect to a 
game player is stored in a terminal apparatus in the former invention 
whereas it is stored in a server in the latter invention. However, 
in a telecommunication game system, it is a well known technical 
means as disclosed in the cited documents 2 and 3 for example that 
data relating to a game character trained independently by a game 
player is stored in a server. A person skilled in the art could 
have easily achieved a construction of the invention relating to 
claims 1 to 3 by applying the well known technical means mentioned 
above to the invention disclosed in the cited document 1 . 

Concerning claims 4 and 5 , the cited document 1 discloses 
to rank a game player. 

Concerning claims 6 and 7, it is merely an optional matter 
for a person skilled in the art to determine the contents of a game. 

Concerning claim 8, it is a well known technical means in 
a telecommunication game system recruiting a competitor through a 
display that a player wishes to compete as conducted in a net game, 
such as shogi or mah-jongg. 

Concerning claims 9 and 10, needless to raise an example, 
it is a well known means in a technical field of game apparatus that 
a game image is established as viewed from a camera set in 
correspondence with each character. 

Concerning claims 11 and 12, it is a well known technical 
means that time is elapsed also in a server as disclosed in the cited 
documents 2 and 3 for example. 
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* Claims 13 to 15: The cited documents 1 to 3 

List of the cited reference and the like 

1. A gazette of International publication No. 99/38590 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 10-328416 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 11-192384 

An inquiry about this Notice of Reasons for Refusal: 
The Patent Examination 1 st Department 
Electronic Game 

TEL. 03(3581)1101, Extension: 3266 

The Record of the Search Result of the Prior Art Documents 

• The Field of the Search 

The 7 th edition of IPC A63F13/00-13/12 

A63F 9/24 

' Prior Art Document 

Japanese Unexamined patent publication No. 2000-112886 
Japanese Unexamined patent publication No. 2001-129258 

The record of the search result of the prior art documents does not 
constitute a reason for refusal. 
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